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Strategist with ties to the White na-
tionalist movement is dangerous, it is 
unacceptable, it is certainly not nor-
mal, and it must never be normal. I am 
deeply alarmed that President-Elect 
Trump has appointed Mr. Bannon to 
such an important position, and I urge 
him to reconsider this decision. 

I am proud that Michigan is a diverse 
State. I have heard from over 1,000 
Michiganders about Mr. Bannon’s ap-
pointment. Yes, some are angry, but 
more are scared—scared that the 
America that had welcomed them and 
welcomed my mother is at risk of dis-
appearing. I have heard from mothers 
and fathers, sons and daughters, Mus-
lim Americans, Jewish Americans, Af-
rican Americans, and Latino Ameri-
cans. They are asking what their place 
will be in President Trump’s America 
as our American experiment enters 
into an unprecedented new era. 

As our Nation continues to move for-
ward, I would urge President-Elect 
Trump to look back and consult the 
namesake of the city in which he will 
soon be living—President George Wash-
ington. In a letter written in 1790 to 
the Newport Hebrew congregation, at 
the time the largest community of 
Jewish families in America, President 
Washington succinctly addressed their 
fears of religious oppression, and he 
wrote: ‘‘The government of the United 
States, which gives to bigotry no sanc-
tion, to persecution no assistance, re-
quires only that they who live under 
its protection should demean them-
selves as good citizens.’’ 

He added that ‘‘every one shall sit in 
safety under his own vine and fig tree 
and there shall be none to make him 
afraid.’’ 

President-Elect Trump won, and the 
people are afraid. It is now his job to 
bring our Nation together. It is his job 
to give bigotry no sanction and perse-
cution no assistance. The appointment 
of Mr. Bannon is clearly a large step in 
the wrong direction. If this is indic-
ative of how the President-elect is 
going to run his administration, he can 
expect me and my fellow Democratic 
colleagues to fight him every step of 
the way. On the other hand, if the 
President-elect is prepared to be a 
‘‘President for all Americans’’ and to 
‘‘bind the wounds of division,’’ as he 
pledged in his victory speech just last 
week, I certainly hope that we can find 
common ground. 

Whether it is making trade policy 
work for American manufacturers, sup-
porting small businesses, bolstering 
cyber security, establishing meaning-
ful paid and parental leave policies, or 
investing in infrastructure, if the 
President-elect is ready to roll up his 
sleeves and do what is right by Amer-
ican workers and American families, I 
will work with him. 

We don’t have Democratic bridges or 
Republicans roads; we don’t have 
Democratic ports and Republican rail-
road tracks. They are truly non-
partisan. Improving our country’s in-
frastructure is something we can come 

together on and show Americans we 
are ready to do the people’s work. 

Democracy is a wonderful thing, but 
history shows us that it can also be 
fragile. We must preserve our demo-
cratic institutions and show the people 
of America that these institutions and 
their elected officials are working for 
all Americans. I intend to spend the 
next 4 years working for what is right 
for our country and what is right for 
Michigan, and I hope our President- 
elect joins me. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DEVASTATION FROM HURRICAN 
MATTHEW 

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I 
come to the Chamber to talk about a 
devastating event we have experienced 
in North Carolina. Last month, Hurri-
cane Matthew skirted along the Atlan-
tic coast, and then it plowed right 
through North Carolina with dev-
astating results. Matthew is the worst 
storm we have experienced in almost 20 
years, and it is already responsible for 
taking some 28 lives. 

Millions of people in North Carolina 
and across the country watched as the 
storm made landfall, but after a few 
days, many of them turned their atten-
tion back to their daily lives. I don’t 
fault them for doing this because un-
less you are there and see it firsthand, 
it is easy to think it was just a lot of 
rain and a storm that came and went, 
but it is far worse than that. Thou-
sands of adults and children will take 
years to recover from the devastation 
that they have experienced over the 
last month. 

The first opportunity I had to survey 
the damage was just 2 days after the 
hurricane made landfall. I traveled 
across the State in a helicopter with 
the commissioner of agriculture, and 
what I saw was remarkable. In fact, it 
was after the rain had occurred but be-
fore the floods began almost a week 
later. 

The next week I spent time with 
many of my staff working as volun-
teers down in one of the areas that was 
hit hard by the flood. We worked with 
the American Red Cross, the Baptist 
Men, and the Salvation Army, which 
were trying to prepare food and provide 
shelter for so many people who were 
displaced. 

I was back in the area last weekend, 
and I had an opportunity to witness 
firsthand the farm damage and the 
damage to one of our major areas out-
side of Fort Bragg, an urban area that 

was hit very hard. Over the course of 
the last 3 weeks, I have literally seen 
long stretches of interstate highways 
under water. I have seen major roads 
completely washed out. I have seen en-
tire communities under water and a 
couple of towns that have been washed 
away. Some of them were washed away 
just 20 years ago. 

I have seen farms that were under 
water for a period of time, and now 
their crops are rotting in the field. In 
other cases, farmers who had harvested 
their crops and prepared their land for 
the next planting season now have sand 
and debris on their fields. 

I have heard heartbreaking stories 
from victims, rescue workers, and vol-
unteers. I will share some of those sto-
ries. I also heard heartwarming stories 
about the responsiveness of our local, 
State, and Federal agencies and the 
kindness of neighbors and volunteers. 

I wish to thank the State and local 
officials, FEMA, and the first respond-
ers, who are doing an excellent job 
under some of the most difficult cir-
cumstances. 

The death and destruction caused by 
Hurricane Matthew is really impossible 
to comprehend. The 28 lives we lost are 
a cross section of the State. They are 
parents and grandparents, sons and 
daughters, leaders of our community 
and young people who had their entire 
lives ahead of them. One of the victims 
was Charles Ivey. He was a resident of 
Lumberton, one of the areas that was 
hardest hit. He was a pillar of his com-
munity. Charles served as a deacon and 
Sunday school director at West Lum-
berton Baptist Church. He was an ac-
tive member of the Lumberton Lions 
Club, Jaycees, Robeson County Fair 
Board, and West Lumberton Commu-
nity Watch. He was the loving father of 
two daughters, had four grandchildren, 
and leaves behind his wife Wanda. 

Another victim who perished as a re-
sult of the storms was Isabelle Ralls of 
Godwin. She was a resilient woman 
who survived cancer, triple-bypass sur-
gery, and kidney failure. She devoted 
her life to others, spending years as a 
caregiver for the Peace Corps. She was 
a Sunday school teacher and the 
church historian at Spring Hills Bap-
tist Church. Her family and friends will 
always remember her as a phenomenal 
woman and role model who had an in-
spiring faith in God. 

These are just a couple of stories 
about the victims of Hurricane Mat-
thew. They were all people I could 
probably tell stories about. They were 
mothers and fathers, brothers and sis-
ters, and loving friends—28 precious 
lives lost in total. I hope the family 
and friends of the victims know that 
millions of North Carolinians and peo-
ple across the Nation are praying for 
them and their recovery. 

Although the loss of life alone was 
devastating, it is really not the total 
story. In fact, it will take years to re-
cover. Hurricane Matthew was a mas-
sive storm. To give you an idea, it is 
what is referred to as a 1,000-year flood 
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